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Priya performed very well 
during the competition 
and their team had 
beaten all the other 
teams - 48 







lore and more, Ganesha ate until 
he servers were tired and all the 
and pans 
pmpty - 34 







were 







The Ramakrishna mission 
run by these monks is doing 
great service to humanity all 
over India and abroad - 66 


Italso takes up a characteristic 
shape and becomes beautifully 
coloured - 2 


‘Ofall created things the loveliest, 
And most divine are children. 
—William Canton 
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Plant Life 
ice Lord Brahma having cashew is native £0 
Oo worked hard the whole India and not to 
morning creating the South America. 
Universe tallvasioop ia the. Sttictly speaking 
afternoon. Saraswati hisconsor, me cashew nut is 
thought of trying her hand at his poimer a nus new tne 
She took the golden hue of a hangs up side down 
mango, the shape of a pear and 2” apple, though they 
the softness of an orange flake 2" called so. 
and combined them all to forma Generally, nuts do 


fruit, Atthis moment Lord Brahma Pot have very hard oll Ne 
showed signs of wv * 
waking up from his Do 
nap. Saraswati 

realised that a 
‘small nut was left 
in her hand and 
hurriedly pressed 
it in the dimple of 
the pear like fruit 
and hung it up side 
down from a tree. 
Thus was born 
the cashew apple 
and the cashew 


Aut. H the story were true, the containing shells. The shells of 


nuts like almonds and pistachio 

are woody in character and 
| crack easily. Cashew nut 
shell contains oil, which is 
used in making many 
| industrial products. 









experience to observe 

the development of fruits 
from the flowers over a 
_JP | period of timo, The fruit that 
A 


L: is a tascinating 





Im comes out first is called the 


nut, Perhaps it 
got the name 
because of the 
cashew nut 
found inside 
The nut has a 
thick hard shell 

In villages, 
the mature nuts 
are plucked and 
roasted on fire. 
The fruit wall 
burns well 


beautifully coloured. 
These are the reddish and 
yellowish cashew fruits. 
They also possess a 
distinct flavour and taste. 
Generally, people do not 
like it, because after 
eating, it leaves an 
irritating sensation in the 











because of the 
oil content. The whitish kernels 

side get roasted and they are 
delicious to taste. The nut is 
formed from a flower, therefore, it 
is called a true fruit by botanists. 

After a few weeks, the stalk of 






the flower begins to bulge owing 
to the accumulation of food 
materials. It also takes up a 
characteristic shape and becomes 


The cashew apple is formed 
from the stalk of the flower and not 
from the flower proper. Therefore, 
botanists call it a false fruit. 


he cashew is a native of 
T Brazil in South America. 
From Brazil, Portuguese 
took it to Africa and then brought 
it to India. The Tope Indians of 
soxuiam 
APRIL ‘OT 








BRAIN - Prime minister 
HEAD- Education minister 
STOMACH - Food and 














Agriculture minister 
HEART-Finance minister 
NOSE-Health minister 
TEETH- Industrial and Civil 
minister 

EYES- Law minister 
SKIN-Defence minister 








LEG-Transport minister 


TONGUE-Broadcasting minister 
LUNGS-Home minister 
Pushpa Gopalakrishnan, 
Vill Std, A.M.KP. 
Mumbai 


Brazil called the plant ‘acaju’. which 
became ‘caju’ in Portuguese and 
then ‘kaju’ in India. 

Brazilians know their cashews 
and consume them in every 
conceivable way. Brazil is the only 
country where the cashew apple 
competes with the nut as a 
consumer item. It is found in 
preserves and many other 
preparations. 

The Portuguese also introduced 
itin Mozambique, where it became 
a major cash crop. The Spaniards 
took the nut across the Pacific from 
Mexico to the Philippines in the 
sixteenth century. 

In Kerala, where the Portuguese 
sailor Vasco da Gama first landed 
at Calicut (now Kozhikode), the 
cashew nut is still called ‘Farangi 
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manga,’ meaning ‘foreign mango’ 
or ‘Portuguese Mango’ 

However, it has now spread 
throughout the coastal areas of 
India. The state of Kerala tops in 
area under cashew cultivation. 

if distinctively flavoured, is a 

characteristic ingredient of 
numerous vegetarian and non- 
vegetarian delicacies of southern 
India. Indian cooks lead the world 
in ingenious culinary exploitations 
of the cashew. From burfis to upma, 
polis to idlis itis found in very many 
dishes. But nothing like just frying 
it to a golden colour in ghee and 
adding a sprinkle of salt and pepper. 
‘One can keep on munching but its 
cost prevents us from eating too 
‘much, which can be considered a 
blessing in disguise! 

Research work on developing 
new high yielding varieties of 
cashew plants is being undertaken 
at a number of agricultural 
universities in the coastal belt of 
South India. The scientists have 
developed several high yielding 
varieties of cashew nuts, yielding 
20-25 kg per tree, nearly ten times 
more than the traditional varieties 
which give just 2 kg per tree. 

The new varieties will bring about 
a revolution in the production of 
cashew nuts in India, and by 
exporting them the country will be 
much benefitted by earning 
valuable foreign exchange. 

GY. Joshi 











he cashew, rich and 








0" day as | was 
returning home 
from school | 
saw a calf lying 
‘on the road side, 
much bruised 
and suffering with pain. Obviously 
some fast moving vehicle like a lorry 
‘or van must have hit it. But the driver 
did not bother about it since it was 
only a dumb animal which cannot fight 
for its rights. 

| could not bear the sight of the 
animal in distress and ran all the way 
home, Fortunately my father was at 
home and | narrated what | saw. 
“Please do something daddy’, | almost 
cried while | pleaded 

My father a veteran of three battles 
is a physically disabled person but | 
was sure he knew what to do because 





SNOWY - SAVED 
FROM THE STREET 


of his experience. was not 
disappointed. “Let's see viet we can 
do” he said and immediately took to 
his crutches. 

He asked me to carry a couple of 
gunny bags and a couple of poles and 
to lead the way. On reaching the spot, 
he converted the qunny bags and poles 
into some sort of a stretcher and with 
the help of a couple of passers by, 
shifted the poor animal on to the 
stretcher, and had it carried to our 
home. People who would have 
otherwise neglected the calf and gone 
their way, offered to help on seeing 








my father a disabled person being 
so kind to the animal, 


Once at home, Papa 
took a couple of bamboo 
splits wrapped up in 
cloth and placed it on 
either side of the 
calf’ leg which he 
suspected was 
slightly frac 
‘tured, preventing 
the calf from 
standing up. He 
also cleaned the 
wounds, applied some 
first aid ointment and 
covered it with cotton 
and plaster. 

‘We spread some 
grass to make a 
comfortable bed 
and transferred the 
calf on to it with the 
help of neighbours, “It has to be fed” 
said Papa. “Fed well to give it suffi 
cient strength to overcome these near 
fatal injuries." | rummaged in the attic 
and found an old feeding bottle and a 
couple of nipples too to go with it. 1 
washed and bolled them and filed the 
feeding bottle with milk and fed the 
calf. How eagerly he drank the milk! 
Papa advised me to feed it with Kunjee 
(rice water) too. 

The calf slept well and | thanked 
Papa for his kindness. All the battle 
‘scars had not made him inhuman but 
had actually sottened him more than 
ever before 
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By the next evening the calf was 
improving by the looks of it. It had 
had three or four feeds by that time 
and after each feed it licked my palm 
in gratitude, Papa said that it was time 
to change it’s position, for, if it lay on 
just one side it was likely to become 
numb and perhaps even paralysed. 
Since it could not move on its own, 
‘we had to once again get help, to turn 
it on to the other side, This we did and 
we sensed that the calf was more 
comfortable. 

We tended the calf thus for a couple 
cof weeks and on the fifteenth day Papa 
said, “now its time to make it stand.” 





‘Again we took help and with Papa's 
guidance we lifted the calf and stood 
it upright. Siowly the 
helpers removed 
oe a) their hands and the 
calf stood on its 
\ ‘own legs, while a 
slight shiver of 
‘delight ran through 
its body. What a 
relief to all of ust 
1 hugged Papa 
and kissed him 
on both cheeks, 
while the 
neighbours 
clapped their 
hands in 
appreciation of Papa's 
ze) Kindness. 

| gave the calf a good 
wash with a soft towel 
drenched in clean water and the calt 
having rid of dirt, mud and dried up 
blood now looked clean, pure white 
‘and beautiful. By now the splits had 
been removed and | helped it slowly 
to move around, In no time at al it 

became active 


A tew months passed, and the calf 
now grazed grass, chewed straw and 
even ate mashed cotton seed and oil 
cake! It was growing big indeed! Now 
came the sad part! 

Papa wanted to dispose off the calf. 
By now | had developed a deep love 
for it and naturally | was upset. 

“I love Snowy too” said Papa, for 
that was the name | had given the cal. 


“But Maria” he continued, “You have 
to be realistic. 1t will soon become a 
big cow. It needs a shed and plenty of 
fodder. Our's is a small place and we 
‘cannot bestow enough attention on it. 
Ithas to be mated. Nature will demand 
it; and it will give birth to a calf and 
start yielding plenty of milk which must 
be milked and used properly. All this, 
wwe simply cannot do. Lets face it!” 

I had to agree with Papa's 
reasoning. But can we find a proper 
person who will take good care of 
Snowy, and shower affection on it as 
we did? 

The following Sunday, when we 
attended Church, Papa casually 
mentioned about Snowy to reverend 
Bishop and to our utter surprise the 
reverend happily announced that he 
was looking for just such an 
opportunity. “You know we run an 
orphanage” he said, “and milk is 
always in demand. We already have 
two cows and a third, if presented to 
us will be welcome!” 

So Snowy was shifted to the 
‘orphanage after a week or so and now 
1am happy that she has a permanent 
home. Every Sunday when we go to 
church we visit Snowy also at the 
cowshed in the orphanage. Snowy 
recognizes me and shakes her head 
joyfully, looking forward to my patting 
it lovingly. 

(Based on a true lite experience in 
March 1999) 
~ Maria Christiana, D’souza, Std. X, 
St. Ann's School, 
Secunderabad - 500 003. 
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‘A MANGO TREE AND A SACK TREE WERE 
BOSOM FRIENDS. 












TTS MY Looe 
Aer TREE, THAT 'T Gor You 
(AS MY FRIEND. 





BEST FRIEND! 















“THEIR FRIE?  IPGREW MORE 
AND MORE DAY BY DAY. 


NOBODY CAN ¥. 
Make Us 
GUARREL 


WHEN SPRING CAME , 
MANGOES BEGAN TO 
APPEAR ON THE MANGO 








‘CROWS AND CUCKOOS CAME TO 
VISIT THE MANGO TREE 
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THE MANGO TREE BECAME 
PROUD. HE STOPPED SPEAKING 
TO THE JACK TREE. 


r SACK IS A STUPID TREE} 
Sas one i 
BY z= 
aS Oise 
‘e 
B 


BuT THE Jack TREE STILL 
LOVED THE MANGO TREE. 


HE NEVER SPEARS. WHAT 
‘COULD/VE HAPPENED TO 
Him? 



























HEV! WHERE 
ARE YOU 


COME sit 
On MW 
BRANCHES, 
















WHAT FOR? You OON'T 
HAVE EVEN A SINGLE 
MANGO. 
WE CAN'T BE 
WITH YOU 

FOR EVER. 


THE MANGO TREE UNDERSTOOD 
THAT HIS NEW FRIENDS HAD 
LOVED ONLY HIS WEALTH. 
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i's aL 
RIGHT FRIEND! 
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Thave not been talking with m 


{for the past one month. The reason is, 
‘she spoke ill of me to a third person. Am 
Tright? 





-M.K. Suganya, 
Mumbai 


Nae ret her 





Dear Suganya, 
Though you have not been talking 
with her for one month you still refer to 
her as your friend! You also write to me 
about the incident and want to know if 
you are in the right! This itself proves 
that you miss your friend, and that you 
yearn to talk to her. So, why not go to 
hher and put the cards on the table? Ask 
her if what you heard was true. Tell her 
that if she has any misgivings about you 
she should straight away discuss the 
matter with you afid not with a third 
person. A true friend is one who points 
‘out your mistakes and short comings and 
helps you to improve yourself 
Friendship is not just for 
flattering each other. This 
‘must be borne in mind by 
both of you, to enjoy 
the fruits of real 
friendship. 














We have started a club called 
Treasure Bird-Kids Land. There is no 
building for the club. We need money to 
buy a plot for the building. We also need 
builders, Please give some suggestions 

Mahalakshmi and 
Aishwarya, Chennai. 

Dear Mahalakshmi and Aishwarya, 

think you are too ambitious. A plot 
of land and building is too costly these 
days and kids can’t afford to have their 
own club premises. Your club 
members will have to meet by rotation 
ina member's house 


with the permission of 
the parents. I'm sure 
the parents will not 


mind giving a room 
for a few hours to the club members, 
say, once a week and that too by 
rotation. You will have to run your club 
without much noise. There can be 
exchange of views and books. You can 
also play chess, carrom or snakes and 
ladders. You can publish a hand written 
magazine. There are so many such 
activities which the club can take up 
‘without being a nuisance to elders. 


Best of luck! 


Team the only daughter ofmy parents 
But they dislike me. They don't even 
speak to me easily. I crave for love and 
affection. I need a friend to share my 
sorrows. Pl. help me. 

= Sindhu S. Guptha, Bangalore. 

Dear Sindhu, 

Tam surprised that though you are the 
only daughter of your parents, you feel 





that you are 

disliked. It may 

be that you did 

something wron; 

they chided you 

$f) | That doesn’t mean the; 

| dislike you. Doa't feel 
frustrated. Talk to your parents when 
they are in a good mood and show your 
affection, I'm sure it will be reciprocated. 
It is also possible that they were 
yearning for a boy and were a bit 
disappointed when you were born. But 
these days girls are as good as boys in 
all walks of life. Tell them that you are 
taking it up as a challenge. O 














more 








performance? Are you really good at 
everything? True answers to these 
questions will remove hostility. If you 
are really lacking in certain areas and 
s you, accept it and 
thank your sister for showing you the 





your sister correct 





DO MY PARENTS z= 


‘okay and that your 


| sister just wants to tease you, then 
tell her so politely, instead of flaring 
| up. You can even thank her for her 


thing. You need a friend alright, but a 
friend cannot replace your parents. 
Parental love is something different. You 
‘must try hard to earn that affection by 
pleasing them often, instead of 
complaining about the 





My sister always teases me for 
everything I do and finds fault with me 
feel dejected. What shall Ido? My sister 
thinks that she is the only person who 
can do things properly! Please help me. 

+N. Harini, Chennai 

Dear Hari 

First of all, You must do a little soul 
searching. Is your sister finding fault 
with you just for pleasure or is it 
because she wants to improve your 





kindness and then say that in spite 
of her advice you still feel that your 
are right. Such a polite approach has 
‘vin advantages. There will be no loud 
argument or fights. Your sister will 
start reducing her attacks on you, since 
she will be disappointed with your 
passive resistance! 








Love, 
Grandma worm 


nos 


(@ 





‘arpagam was a rag-picker. 
‘She was thirteen years old, 
but had never been to 
school. 

She rose early in the morning 
and went about rummaging in dust 
bins and garbage heaps. She 
collected scraps of paper, old rags, 
plastic articles and other things that 
had been thrown away. She took 
these to various shops that dealt in 
waste material and sold them. 

Sometimes 
she found 
botties that 
were unbroken. 


her off. But some others gave her 
water and also some leftover food 
of the previous day. She managed 
to live on these scraps, and never 
spent the money that she earned. 


Life became a lot easier for 
Karpagam after she met an old 
gentleman who took an interest in 
her. One day she had been on the 
move from dawn to midday, and 
was terribly thirsty and hungry. 

She was now in the outskirts of 
Madurai where only a very few 
houses were scattered about over 
a wide area. She stood near the 


Gal MM ARS 


She got upto seventy five paise per 
bottle. 

They seldom paid her the correct 
rates in the shops. They argued with 
her, and sometimes bullied her. So 
she was able to make only a 
meagre sum each day. This she 
handed over to her mother in the 
evenings. If the amount she made 
was too small, her father got very 
angry. “Why, you lazy good-for- 
nothing ass” he would yell at her. 
“Can't you find anything more in this 
huge big city?” Sometimes he beat 
her up too. 

On her rag picking trips, when 
she felt thirsty, she stopped at some 
house or the other and asked for 
water to drink. Some people chased 
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gate of a newly constructed house 
and called out. 

An old gentleman came to the 
gate. He looked at her with a great 
deal of interest. 

“Please, Sir, could | have some 
water to drink?” Karpagam asked 
him. 

“Sure, sure” said the old 
gentleman. He went in and brought 
a large vessel of water. He also 
brought a full packet of peanut 
candy. 

“Here, eat this” he said. 

She was so surprised. No one 
had ever offered her a full packet 
before. Also, in other houses they 
never allowed her to touch the 
vessel of water. They poured the 








water and expected her to cup her 
hands and drink. But this gentleman 
didn’t seem to bother about all this. 

“What's your name?” he asked 
her as she started gobbling the 
candy. 

“Karpagam, Sir” she said. 

“Nice name” said the old 
gentleman. “You seem to be a very 
smart girl. Your eyes are sparkling 
with intelligence. Didn't you ever go 
to school?” 

“No Sir" said Karpagam, 

“You would have done very well 
in school. You could have outshone 
most others.” 

“Ihave to earn money, Sir. can't 
atford to go to school 

"Shall | put you in a school? |i 
arrange for the fees and the uniform 
and the text books and the 
notebooks.” 


*My father will thrash me if | go 
to school. He expects me to earn 
money for the family.” 

“How much does He earn?” 

Alter a long pause, Karpagam 
said: "Nothing, Sir. 

"And how much does your 
mother earn?” 

“Nothing, Sir. 

“So you are supporting your 
parents!” 

"Me and my brother, Sir, He also 
picks rags. His name is Mani.” 

‘And | suppose your father gets 
drunk and beats up your mother and 
your brother and you" said the old 
gentleman, He seemed to be very 
angry 

Karpagam bowed her head and 
said nothing, 

‘Allright. If 
you are hun: 
gry, just 
come 
here 
And 























bring your brother, .3 
too.” 

“Thank you, © 
sir’ said 
Karpagam. 


From then on 
Karpagam was 
very happy. She took her 
brother, and later two of her 
friends - Kaveri and Murugan - 
to the old gentleman's house. 
Her brother had polio, and 
Murugan hada fractured leg that 
had never healed. Both the 
boys limped painfully, but 
were otherwise cheerful. {y 
The old gentleman found 
food for all of them, 

“Look here, you four should 
stick together” said the old 
gentleman. "Whatever money you 
make, you share it among the four 
of you. That way no one will suffer.” 

‘The gentleman had been selling 
his old newspapers to a paper 
seller. Now he gave them free to 
Karpagam and her friends. He gave 
them large stacks of English papers 
which sold at five and a half rupees 
akilo, and Tamil papers which sold 
at three-ftty a kilo. 

At the paper shop they asked 
Karpagam where she had got the 
papers. When she described the old 
gentleman the shop keeper nodded 
and said : “That must be Professor 
KV-K. Viswanathan.” 

‘And they never haggled with her 
in the paper shop after that. They 
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‘One day the shop keeper said : 
“You are a very lucky git! to have 
made friends with professor KV.” 

“Yes, | am’ said Karpagam. 

Prof. KV urged some of his 
friends to give their old newspapers 
to Karpagam. This enabled her to 
make a tidy sum every day. KV and 
his friends also saw to it that 
Karpagam and her gang never went 
hungry. 

Now that Karpagam was able to 
relaxa bit, she sat undera tree and 
hummed some tunes. Sometimes 
the other three joined in too. 


One day Karpagam tapped a 
stick on an old metal plate that she 
had picked up in a dustbin. It made 
a dull sound. It dropped from her 


hands and fell into the fire she had 
lit to burn some waste material. 
After a while she pulled out the 
plate, and this time when she hit it 
with the stick, the sound was 
different. That gave her an idea. 

She put the plate in the fire for 
sometime, and then she took it out 
and hammered it in some places. 
When she next tapped it with a 
stick, different sounds came from 
different parts of the plate. By 
experimenting again and again 
Karpagam was able to produce a 
series of sounds like a musical 
scale. She had no musical 
knowledge; she just trusted her 
ears. 

Next she experimented with a 
hollow reed she had plucked near 
‘pond. Then came a biscuit tin, and 
after long experimentation a 
coconut shell and string from a 
tennis racquet. And then a hubeap_ 
from a car. 

She trained her friends to play 
these instruments. And soon they 
were playing a kind of music that 
was entirely different from the usual 
music heard everyday. 

After about a month, Karpagam 
and her friends went to professor 
KV's house and played for him. 

Professor KV listened intently 
until they had played alll the pieces 
that they knew. 

“Brilliant!” he said. “I told you 
‘even when | met you for the first 
time that you were a smart gi 
‘now you have proved it.” Karpagam 





smiled shyly. 

“Keep playing everyday" KV 
said, encouragingly. 

So they kept making music all 
day long. They had selected a spot 
for this, far away from the houses 
inthat area. There 
were a couple of 
trees there, and 
they sat in the ( 
shade and & 
played on their “7 
instruments. 
They were very 
happy. 


One day 
prof. KV came to 
the place where 
they were 
playing their 
music. Another 
man came along 
with him, 

“Don't stop, 
keep playing” 
said KV. 
So they 7, 
went on 
banging 
and strumming and blowing, 
making joyous music, 

The man who had come with the 
professor smiled and nodded as he 
listened to the music. His feet 
tapped the beat, and his fingers 
kept time. He even moved his 
shoulders in a kind of rudimentary 
dance. 

Alter nearly half an hour, Prof. KV 
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turned to the man and asked him 
“What do you think of it?” 

“It is a very unusual kind of 
music” the man said. “It is a bit like 
Calypso. It has a contrapuntal 
impact that is quite impressive. 
Ofcourse, there are a few rough 
‘edges. But we can smoothen them 
‘out with practice.” 

“Good" said KV, Then tuming to 
Karpagam he said : “Do you know 
who this man is, Karpagam? This 
is Karunasagar, the famous music 
director. He is an old student of 
mine. | asked him to come down 
here to listen to you.” 

Karpagam and her friends were 
simply stunned, They stood gaping 
at the music director. 

“Is the plan OK?" KV asked. 

“Yes Sir” said Karunasagar. ‘We 
will ry them out in Chennai.” 

KV chuckled. “So Karpagam, off 
you go to Madras. You and your 
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gang. We will give you some money 
for new clothes, and some to give 
to your parents. Go and get ready. 
You will have to leave in a couple 
of days. And maybe, you'll become 
ich and famous.” 

Karpagam knelt before him and 
touched his feet. "Get up, get up" 
KV snapped. “Go on, go on. And 
remember, have a bath all of you.” 

After Karpagam and her friends 
had left, Karunasagar said : “They 
may become a very popular group 
after they cut a couple of records.” 

“You take care of that” said KV. 
“By the way we must think of a 
name for the group.” 

“How about ‘The Rag-Pickers?” 
Karunasagar asked with a smile. 

“Even better would be ‘The Raga 
Pickers” said KV. 

They laughed as they walked 
away. 

J. Vasanthan 


Father : Where are the sheets in 
this Calendar? 
Daughter : You know very well 
that I love to eat dates! 
- H. Srinandini, Std. X, 
ASSISI MHSS, Chennai. 
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Given in this page are the 
sketches of some Gods and their 
‘Vahanas’. Can you identify 
them? 

= Jubel D’Cruz, Mumbai. 


————— 
RIDDLES ON A CAR 
1..Why is an old carlike a baby 
Playing? 
2. What did the screw jack say 
tothe car? 
3. What kind of a car drives 
over water? 
4, When do you go as fast as 
a racing car? 
5. Why did the baby goose 
think that the car was it's mother ? 
6. How do you stop a dog from 
barking while in the back seat of 
acar? 
-S. Srinivas Bhaskar, 
Age 13, K.V. Hyderabad 


Fill up the blanks with words 
beginning with the letter ‘Z’. 


1. The part of the sky directly 








3. The study of animals is 
known as : 

4. If you you are 
moving quickly. 





5,___forlife means keen 
interest in life. 

6.___ is a white metallic 
element. 

7. Aband of the sky divided into 
twelve parts is specified as 


8. _is a form of 
Budhism. 
9. An uncommon stringed 
instrument : 5 
- M. Divya Priya, Std. VI, 
PS.B.B.S.S.S., Chennai. 


CROSSING THE RIVER 


Father weighed 200 kgms. His 
two sons weighed 100 kgms each. 
They wanted to cross the river to 
reach the bank opposite. There was 
‘only one boat and it could hold only 
200 kgms. How did they cross the 
river? 


WAY TO GK 
1. Whats the real name of A.R. 
Rehman? 
2. Who founded the Red Cross? 
3. Who was the first woman 


president of the Indian National 
Congress? 


4. Where in India is the Rumtek 
Monastery? 


5. Who was the first President 





of Pakistan? 
6. Name the pigment which 
imparts colour to the skin. 
7. Who was the first recipient of 
Param Vir Chakra? 
8, What is the medical name for 
blood cancer? 
9. What is the duration of the 
‘zero hour in the Lok Sabha? 
= TS. Rajamurugan, VIC, 
Sainik School, Udumalpet 


NUMBER GAME 


Ask your friend to think of any 
number. Then give him the 
following steps : Add 2; Multiply by 
2; Add 5; Multiply by 5. Ask him for 
the final answer. Now you can 
easily guess the original number 
that your friend thought of. This is 
what you do : 

‘Subtract 45 from the final answer 
that he gives you. Drop the zero 
from the balance and you get the 
number he originally thought of. 
This will work with any number. 


C.N, Michaelson, Age 15, 
School, Hyderabad. 
ANSWERS PAGE : 23 
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It was the morning of January, 26th. 
We were in the midst of the 

Republic day musical programme in 
our school 

Suddenly one of our teachers’ 
chair started shaking! | thought the 
sound system must be too loud to 
create such vibrations. My feet 
touched the ground and | felt a 
tremor. We were all scared stiff! 

The principal gathered courage, 
went to the mike and said that all 
those who usually went home alone 
could go and the rest should gather 
inthe open space in the playground. 

When I reached home my mother 
was almost in tears. She said that 
‘our house had shaken violently. | 
could see the cracks in the walls. 

We turned on the T.V. and got 
details of the terrible earthquake that 
had shaken Gujarat. The epicenter 
of the quake was in Bhuj, which was 
almost completely destroyed. There 
was great destruction of life and 
property all over the state. The 
earthquake lasted for only thirty 
seconds but the devastation was so 
great that even thirty years would not 
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A TERRIBLE 





be enough to rebuild Gujarat. 
Baroda, where | live was not affected 
so badly but | feel sorry for those 
people of our state who have lost 
everything they had including near 
and dear ones. 
| wanted to contribute something 
to these people and so after a couple 
of days, my sister and | went about 
collecting clothes, money, foodgrains 
and utensils and handed them over 
to the Red Cross. 
Akhilesh Krishnan 
Baroda. 





SAVED FROM 
DROWNING! 


fe have a water sump in the 
backyard of our house. My aunt 
used to caution me often not to go 
near the sump, since it was not 
covered, and was rather deep. The 
cover to the sump had recently 


REPUBLIC DAY 


broken and had not yet been 
replaced. 

‘My cousins had come on that day 
and | was playing with them when | 
noticed that the sump was almost full. 
| wanted to close the inlet tap so that 
the sump would not overflow. | went 
near the sump forgetting the 
instruction of my aunt, and to my 
horror slipped and fell into the sump 

through the opening 

A shiver ran 

through my body 

and | felt terribly 

7 scared. Fortu- 

nately, my hand 

‘touched the pipe rod 

and grabbing it, | 

heaved myself out of the 

water. Once my head was 

above water, | could search fora foot 

hold and with some effort pulled my- 
self out of the sump. 

When | look back | feel like 
laughing but the incident taught me 
a good lesson: ‘Never disregard the 
advice of elders! 

‘S. Shrinidl ‘Std., 
G.R.T.E.M. School, Madanapalle 


THE FUN LOVING 
BALDY! 

Once we were on a pilgrimage 
to Tirupathi, and boarded the train to 
travel down south towards Chennai. 
In the same compartment opposite 











tous sat a bald headed per- 
son. He talked with us in Hindi and 
we assumed that was his mother 


tongue. 

Emboldened, we made fun of him 
in our mother tongue namely, Tamil. 
Our parents advised us not to tease 
anybody especially about their 
appearance. But we ignored their 
advice and my sister and | giggled 
and continued to comment about our 
co-passenger's bald head. 

While alighting at Renigunta 
station to board the connecting train, 
The co-passenger bid us good bye 
in chaste Tamil! We were taken 
aback, and before we could recover 
ourselves, the passenger continued: 
“Both of you were having so much 
fun at my expense that | did not have 
the heart to spoil your fun. May the 
lord of Thirupathi bless you!” 

We both felt very bad indeed and 
asked him to please excuse u 
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“Don't worry about me. I'm alright” 
he said, "but | would not want you to 
disobey your parents ever again!” 

“Yes sir! Sure si!" we said, and 
got down from the train to see him 
waving at us with a broad smile. His 
bald head now looked sweet and 
wonderful to us! 

Ankita and Akshay, Age 12&7; 

St Mary's School, Kalyan East. 


UGHT BY T.T.E.! 


reside in Tambaram, a suburb 


of Chennai. Once | had to go to 
T. Nagar to write an exam. |, together 
with a few friends of mine, wrote the 
exam and while returning home 
decided to board a train instead of 
the bus. 

‘At Mambalam (T. Nagar) railway 
station, we purchased the tickets and 
got into an almost empty 
compartment and made ourselves 
comfortable. The train started moving 
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when one of the co-passengers, an 
elderly man, asked us if we had 
tickets, 

“Ofcourse,” | said, “We will not 
dream of boarding a train without 
tickets” and showed him my ticket, 
pulling it out from my pocket, 

“But that is a second class ticket 
and you are travelling in a first class 
compartment!" said the gentleman. 

This aspect never occurred to 
anyone of us, for, all along we had 
been travelling only by bus. Seeing 
our perplexed face, the gentleman 
advised us to get down, at the next 
station and board an adjacent second 
class compartment. 

We took his advice and were 
about to get down when, to our horror 
a ticket examiner boarded the 
compartment. He immediately knew 
that something was amiss and 
Caught hold of us. 

‘The elderly gentleman pleaded on 
‘our behalf to say that itwas a genuine 
unintentional mistake and that we 
could be excused. But the ticket 
examiner would not listen 

Finally | had to phone my father 
to rescue me. My father came after 
‘a while, paid the fine and took us 
home. | will never forget the dark, 
gloomy room in which we were 
detained by the ticket examiner. But 
for the company of my friends and 
the mutual encouragement we gave 
each other, | would have been 
terrified! 

K. Sriram 
Std XI E, Zion Matriculation 
H.S.S. Selaiyur, Chennai 


GODS AND THEIR 
VAHANAS 
1. Indra - Elephant 
2 Yama - Buttalo 
3, Saraswathi - Swan 
4, Karthikeya - Peacock 
5, Vishnu - Garuda 
6. Surya - Chariot drawn 
by seven horses. 
RIDDLES ON A 
CAR 
1. Because it goes with 
a rattle 





19 | give you ait?" 

3. Any car, while it goos 
ovor a bridgo. 

4, When you are riding 
in one, 

5. Because the car 
honked. 

6, By transtorring him to 
tho front seat 


Zz.Z 2 
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Zigzag 
2o0!gy 
CROSSING THE RIVER 
First the two sons went to the other 
‘bank and one son retumed with the boat. 
Now the father rowed to the other bank 
land the second son came to the former 
bank. Now both sons got in and rowed 
to the other bank. 





eat 
5. Zinc 
Zodiac 


2. 
3, 
4, Zc 
5. 
6 





QUIZ YOUR WAY TO GK 
1. Dileep kumar 
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Jean Henri Dunant 
Annie Besant 
‘Sikkim 

Iskandar Mirza 
Melanin 

Somnath Sharma 
Leukemia 

One hour 


NUMBER GAME 
‘Supposing your friend chose the 
number 8. 
942 
We 
22+ 
27x 
135 - 45 
Drop the zero 
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Summer is already here and the 
indications are that it will be orie of the 
hottest! Naturally manufacturers of soft 
drinks would lke to cash in on the thirst 
of the public! They've already stepped 
up advertising their products. Next to 
natural tender coconut, non aerated 
products are always better from the 
health point of view, and Rasna offers a 
variety of concentrates to suit the 
different tastes of young folk. In 
addition, each Rasna packet has a small 


KEEP COOL, 
ELECTIONS ARE 


* NEARING? 
& memento and its aret fun to colect 
D these tiny dois. The trinkets include 
1G snakes, spiders, ants, cricket, 

rats etc... and these can be 

‘worn as rings or amulets. If 

you get a skeleton, look for 

a letter also inside the 

Rasna carton and forward J 

© iit to the address given, in 

Z exchange fora bigger size 


¢ 
ry 
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‘skeleton which you can use as a puppet, 
or to study the human anatomy! Study, 
play and the quenching of thirst - three 
in one indeed! 


Elections tothe legislatures of many 
states are fast approaching and new 
alliances between parties are emerging. 
Many of the alliances can be termed 
unholy, for the parties have no common 
programme or ideals, The only aim is 
to somehow capture power and enjoy 
the fruits of being in office : 

The unholiest of these unholy alli- 
ances is between Jayalalitha’s AIDMK, 
the TMC or Tamil Manila Congress and 
the PIMLK. of Patali Makkal Katehi, in 
Tamil Nadu. These parties which were 
at loggerheads till sometime ago, have 
‘come together ina bid to capture power. 
P. Chidambaram, former finance min- 
ister in the central government and vho 
belongs to the T.M.C., is the only 
noteable person in that party, who 
has come out openly against this 

alliance which he 
describes as unprin- 
cipled to the core. 

In Pondicherry 
the PLM.K. is to share the chief 
ministership with the AIDMK by 
rotation! (i.e.) If they are able to capture 
‘a majority number of seats to form a 
‘government, one person from 

each party wil be the chief 

minister for 2% years! 
Well, if the voters have 
any common sense they will 
‘see through the game plan 
to swindle the public by 
rotation and vote wisely! 
+P. chidembaram 














FACT FILE 

38% of the doctors in U.S.A, are 
Indians 

12% of scientists in U.S.A. are 
Indians. 

‘36% of NASA employees are Indians, 

34% of Microsoft employees are 
Indians. 

28% of .8.M, employees are Indians. 

17% of Intel employees are Indians, 

13% of Xerox employees are Indians 

= Amrita Banerjee, Std.VIl B, 

Hilltop School, Jamshedpur. 


pio You KNOW? 

* Nearly half of the bones in your body 
are in your hands and feet! 

* Atoad’s prey is about 100 insects a 
cay! 

* The world’s smallest frog could fit 
inside a thimble. 

* Some sea clams can move very 
quickly through water by shooting a jet 
stream of water from inbetween their 
double shell 
=P, Uthara Priyadharshini, Std. VII A, 

K.V., Ashok Nagar, Chennai, 


PERFUMED TOWER! 
Unbelieveable though it may sound a 
220 feet high tower in the city of Mar- 
rakesh, Morocco, gives off the fragrance 
of musk constantly. The tower is called 
Koutoubiya minaret and was built 
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in 1196. 

When the minaret was being con- 
structed about 950 sacks of musk - a 
strong perfume made from animal se- 
cretion - was mixed into the building 
materials and the fragrance of the musk 
still ingers on! 

= $. Ramalingam, Std. VIB, Sri 
4J.8.8.8.d. School, Tirunelveli. 


BILLION BICYCLES 

There are about a billion bicycles in 
the world. Twice as many as motorcars! 
Almost 400 million of them are in 
China! 

Although Leonar- 
do da Vinci drew 
some rough sketch= 
es of what looked lke 
a bicycle, it was the 
Frenchman De Siv- 
rac who first built a 
vehicle with two 
wheels. It did not 
have pedals and was 
nick named “hobby 
horse"! Pedals were 
added by a Scottish 
blacksmith named 
Kirkpatrick Macmill- 
an in 1840 and he is 
credited with invent- 
ing the real bicycle. 





TERRIFIC 
UGHTS! 

To day 

traffic lights 

are consid- 

ered a ter- 

rific inven- 

tion, Without them there would be cha- 

0s in the streets. But trafic lights were 

in use even before the sdvent of the 

motor car! In 1868 a lantern with red and 

‘green signals was used at a London in- 

tersection, to control the flow of horse 
buggies. 

Police officer William Potts was the 
first person to use railroad signals to 
control street traffic. His electric traffic 
lights which included the amber ight for 









the first time, 
were in- 
stalled in 
1920 in De- 
troit, U.S.A 
and were 
‘manually con- 
trolled 
The first au- 
tomatic traffic light was invented in 1920 
by Garrett Morgan and was first used in 

Cleveland, U.S.A 
- Jahubar Kadar, Vilathikulam 








* Napoleon was born in 1760; Hitler 
in 1889. The difference is 129 years. 
Napoleon came to power in 1804; Hitler 
in 1933. The difference is 129 years! 
Napoleon occupied Vienna in 1809; Hitler 
in 1938. The difference is 129 years! 
Napoleon was defeated in 1816; Hitler 
in 1945. The difference again is 129 

years! 

* Abraham Lincoln was born in 
1809; John F Kennedy in 1908. 

Lincoln was elected president in 
1860; Kennedy in 1960! Both 
Lincoin and Kennedy were shot 
dead in the back of their heads, 
in front of their wives on Fridays. 
Lincoln was killed by Booth and 
the assasin of Kennedy was 
named Oswald. Booth killed Lin- 
coln in a theatre and ran to a car. 
Oswald kiled Kennedy in a car and 
ran to a theatre! The names of the 
presidents who took over after the 
‘death of Lincoln and Kennedy were 

the same - Johnson! 
~ Abhishek H. Nair, age 12, 
Chandrapur. 
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[The rabbit went fo c blacksmith, 


ij’ Can you make 
me an iron 











From thal day onwards he) 
rabbit wore the iron jacket 
whereever he went. 
















Don't try to scare me. 
You can't kill me. 
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The next moment- {See, didn't | 














Now, with the help of 
this Jacket, I'lltear 
open your tummy. 














What's this! rabbit 
chasing a tiger! 
























Lord of 
Wealth, Came to 
Kailash to pay his 
respects to Lord 
Shiva. In spite of his 
immense wealth he 
brought with him 
only a bunch of 
bananas as offering. 

Ganesha, son of 
Lord Shiva, laughed 
within himself on 
observing the 


KUBERA'S 


riserliness of Kubera. He coolly 
extended his trunk, grabbed the 
fruits and swallowed them in one 
gulp! 

Kubera was taken aback but 
by that time he was in the 
presence of Lord Shiva and so he 
prostrated before him and said, “Oh 

rd, I had brought some bananas as 
offering to you, but Ganesha has eaten 
them as though he has not had food for 
many days! However, I will arrange a 
big feast in your honour and I request 
you to grace the occasion and bless all 
of us.” 

| Shiva agreed with a smile, for he 
knew that Kubera wanted to show off 
and understood his pride. “T suppose 
Ganesha is also invite?” said Lord 
Shiva smugly. 

“Ofcourse” said Kubera. He could 


not refuse the 
Lord’s wish 

“Prepare a variety of 
dishes” said Ganesha, "Let 
tus test the culinary skill of 


your cooks!" 





Palle 


Katera’s town was decorated With 
festoons on the appointed day. There 
was traditional nadaswaram music and 
a bevy of divine beautiful ladies - 
apsaras - showered flower petals. 

Shiva accompanied by Parvathi, 
‘Muruga and Ganesha arrived on the 
scene. Kubera welcomed them and 
took them to his throne room. There 
‘he made Siva and Parvathi sit on his 
throne while he took a low seat. Whil 
showing outward respect like thi 
Kubera was also proud of his wealth 
and wanted to stun Lord Shiva by 
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showing off. More and more, Ganesha ate until 
He had arranged for costly presents _ the servers were tired and all the pots 
to be laid before Lord Shiva. Pretty and pans were empt). 
damsels danced to divine music. 
Kubera also described to Lord Shiva Just then Lord Shiva walked into 
the splendour of his palace and the the dining hall with Parvathi and’ 
immense wealth stored in the huge Murugaand sat down to enjoy the feast. 
cellar. ‘The head cook wrung his hands and 
said he would prepare fresh dishes. 
Meanwhile Ganesha had quietly “But I am hungry and itis well past 
slipped to the dining room where he the appointed time for the feast” said 
made a lot of noise saying he was Lord Shiva. “Don’t make me wait.” 
terribly hungry, and asked the servers “Yes” said Ganesha, “and my 
to bring him food. stomach is only half full! What kind of 
The servers and the head cook Sy 
thought it best to feed him first, so that 
every thing would be quiet and 
peaceful when Lord Shiva and Parvathi 
arrived to partake of the feast. So they 
brought a golden plate and 
served a little of all the 
delicacies they had prepared. 
Ganesha swallowed 
them in a jiffy and 
smacking his lips 
asked for more. The 
servers came with 
moy food which 
disappeared in less 
than a minute! “Do 
you want me to 
return home hungry 
after feasting in 
Kubera’s palace’ 
asked Ganesha. 
“That would be an 
insult to Kubera’s 
pride! Bring more 
food, more of all 
the delicacies!” 


Sonu 
APRIL OT 













































a feast is this, where the guests are 
asked to return home starving?” 
Kubera now understood Lord Shiva 
and Ganesha. He prostrated before 
them and said, “My pride is 
vanquished. I invited you not out of 
devotion, but in pride, to show off my 
‘wealth. Now I know that the greatest 
‘wealth that one can possess is humility 
and devotion to the almighty. I thank 
Ganesha for teaching me a lesson." 


Both shiva and Ganesha blessed a 
repentant Kubera. Ganesha said, “Let 
the world know that Iam satisfied even 
with a blade of grass, and my father is 
truly happy even with a single vilvam 
leaf offered with true devotion.” 

Shiva took a fistful of cooked rice 
left in the vessel and gave it to Kubera, 
who in turn offered it to Ganesha with 
deep devotion and humility. Ganesha 
ate it, and his hunger was satisfied 

M. Swetha, age 13, St. Joseph's 
Anglo Indian Girls H.S.S., Trichy. 





ve you 
Hi: noticed the 
likeness of 


the wolf in the 200, to an 
alsatian? The wolf is the 
principal if not the sole ancestor of the 
domestic dog. Classified as belonging 10 
the "dog family”, the wolf is highly 
adaptable. It can live in the Arctic zone 
as well as in hot climates - even in 

deserts! 
In such places like the Himalayan 





fawn bleacnes to grey and the black 
becomes less evident. 


he male wolf is stronger than the 
Tine and weighs between 18 to 

27 kgms, Wolves are voracious 
ceaters and are not afraid to hunt animals 
which are bigger than them, Indian 
wolves hunt black buck and gazelle 
besides hares and foxes. If they are 
unable to find enough prey in the wild 


THE FEROCIOUS 


regions wolves migrate with their game. 
‘When grazing flocks move up to higher 
altitudes in summer, wolves follow them. 
In deserts they shelter from heat by 
digging burrows in sand dunes. In 
‘mountainous areas, caves and cavities in 
rocks form cozy dens. 

‘The wolf's hairy coat is sandy fawn 
in colour, sprinkled with 
black. In summer the 








*Florce as 8 
wolf and 
cunning as 


WOLF 






they don’t hesitate to creep into villages 
to pounce on domestic livestock and 
poultry when everybody is fast asleep, 
Wolves have tremendous stamina and 
while hunting they can run upto 60 kms 
day. They consume one fifths of th 








body weight at one m 
without food for a considerable le 
of time 
Wolves 
and very often attack victims as a pack. 
The dominant a 
leadership and its tail is held high: 
Commu 


and the 








so find strength in numbers 








yong the pack assumes 





ion is impor 


and wolves express themselves by 
howling 








+ Ashe wolf with her pups 









wolf” is an expression often used. Young 





wolves when the 





grow up acq 
ferocity and aggressiveness, Itcan prove 
humans. Besides they are also 








carriers of rabies. So they are best 
left untouched and free in the 
wilderness. 

— D. Johnson Parthiban, 
Std. 1X 
1, Chenni 








adal and 
Ramesh were 
ot disappoint- 


ed, They had dug hard 
with their bare hands 
and were rewarded, 
‘What Badal had in 
his hands looked 
lke a piece of wood 
at first. But when ns 
themudwaswiped 
off there was ayel- 

lowish white glow, 

“It's ivory 
boys! Ivory!" cried 
Ramesh with great 
excitement. 

‘One after another twelve such 
pieces were dug out, The boys were 
50 astonished that words failed them, 


at first 

"We have 
unearthed a treasure, 
worth lakhs of 


rupees!” said Badal, 
‘gasping for breath. 
“The poachers have cut each tusk 
into three pieces. Four tusks in al’ 
said Ramesh, 
“Hurrah!" The boys danced around 
Ramesh and Badal 


Ratnin Banerjee heard their story 
with apt attention and eyed the pieces of 
ivory sadly. 

“Uncut tusks fetch high prices”, he 
said. "Obviously the poachers were araid 
to take the risk because of the strict 
vigilance that we enforced. So they not 
only killed the elephants but also cut the 
tusks into small pieces and buried them 
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hoping to smuggle them out with 
comparitive ease at an opportune time. 

‘What do we do now Uncle?” esked 
‘Amit echoing the thoughts of all the boys. 

“Well, no doubt the gang of poachers 
are close by and planning their next move. 
We must take the police into confidence 
and catch the culprits with their he p. 
Meanwhile keep this matter to yoursel?, 
said Rathin and warnéd the forest guards 
also. “We don't want the poachers to 
know that we are aware of their gare 
plan, do we?” 


Poticemen in plain clothes nid 












ae 


“GN NG 
MISSING 
I VO RY dug out They Tooked 

quite bewildered when 
‘they saw that the top soil 


themselves 
behing 
bushes and 
trees near 
‘the spot where the ivory pieces were 
found, They waited in turns fortwo whole 
days in vain. The poachers did not turn 
up. 

“But they have to” said Rathin 
Banerjee when the matter was brought 
to his notice. “They can't just bury the 
ivory pieces and forget about them. 
They're so valuable!” 

“Uncle...” began Amit. “I think... May 
be they are afraid of the policemen 


uarding the gates of the sanctuary. Why 
don't we play 2 trick and clear the gates 
and the roads leading to them? Withdraw 
all the policemen but keep them on the 
alert somewhere near by.” 

“Splendid!” said Rathin Banerjee, 
approving the idea, He talked to the police 
officials secretly, hatching a plan to nab 
the culprits 


Torthe surprise of oe and allthe police 
patrol was withdrawn. Word spread 
‘that the police was tired of waiting 
and were wanted elsewhere for 
more important duty. Ofcourse 
this was a drama enacted, 
whereas in reality, the police 
inspector along with a few cops kept 
vigil over the spot where the ivory 
pieces were unearthed 
They had a long wait, and the next day 
when inspector Ranabir was just about 
to lose his patience and call off the entire 
effort, they heard voices. They were all 
attention the next 
second but hid 
themselves well 
Two men walked 
towards the spot where 


had been disturbed. 

“Some one has been here already” 
said one. “The Soil looks as fit was turned 
up very recently.” 

“May be itis a trap” said the other and 
they looked at each other with terror in 
their eyes. 

“Lets run” said the first, and before 
they could translate their words into 
action, inspector Ranabir pounced upon 


them, like a leopard, 
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Both of them fell to the ground but 
while one was right under the inspector 
and couldn't move, the other wriggled 
himself free, scrambled and ran for his 
life, The policemen chased him and one 
of them even fired a couple of shots. But 
the clever fellow dodged the bullets by 
weaving in and out of trees and bushes 
and gave them the slip. 

Inspector Ranabir got up and caught 
the fellow who had fallen under him by 
the collar and gave him a rude shake. 
“Who are you? Who's your boss? What's 
the name of your friend who escaped just 
now?" 

There was no reply to any of the 
questions. 

He was taken away by the police for 
further interrogation 


Dur tite trick really worked” sald 
Amit joyously. 

All of them were gathered in the forest 
officer's room, 

“Yes it did work” said Rathin Banerjee 
rather sadly. “But we haven't achieved 
anything.” 

“How's that?” asked Amit. “One man 


Patient : “Doctor, Ihave a tendency 

to get fat in certain places, what would 
you recommend?” 

"Stay out of those places.” 

= Shirish Deol, Age 15, 

‘The School, KFI, Chennai 























has been caught and its only a matter of 
time before the police find out about the 
‘others by interrogating this person.” 
“There you are mistaken” said Rathin 
Banerj, “This fellow will never let down 
his boss, He auld rather go to all for a 
year or So, fur he knows he will be well 
rewarded by his boss after his release.” 
“But is there no other way of finding 
cout about his boss?" asked the boys, 
“These poor people are only tools” 
said Rathin. "They are employed by rich 
and influential persons who will provide 
strong legal assistance for their 
employees. But no one including the 
employees will know anything about their 
bosses! Nobody ever sees them!” 


The boys had spent over a week in 
the wild fife sanctuary, It was time to 
return home. 

“We had a wonderful time” said the 
boys in unison. “Thank you so much 
uncle.’ 

“Do you know how important a wild 
lf sanctuary is?” asked Ratin Baneee 
and not waiting for an answer he 
continued, “Wid ite play a vital role in 
preserving balance of nature and the 
‘sanctuary helps to preserve wild life.” 

"hate these people who upset the 
balance of nature by killing wild life for 
thair selfish ends” one ofthe boys said 

“Yes, we can create a work of at ora 
factory to make things. But who can 
create a species which has become 
extinct?” asked Rathi to drive home his, 
point 

“True uncle, But how can the forest 
quards and offices fight such powerful 
people who plunder the forests in such a 
Cruel manner?” 

“What we need is to create awareness 
among people” said Rathin Banerjee 
“Yes, we can, and will fight the poachers 











and their bosses who are always in the 
background; but that alone is not enough 
‘We have to educate and make everybody 
understand the importance of preserving 
wild life 

“There was a time", Ramesh 
intervened to say, “when the villagers 
actually helped the poachers, But now 
they are convinced that the poachers are 
working against their ong term interests. 
So now the villagers help us. They provide 
tus with information about poachers.” 

“it's along journey” said Uncle Rathin, 
“but we will achieve our goal surely and 
in due course.” 

Just then they heard in the 
chowkidar's loud voice... “There go the 
elephants!” 

The boys rushed out to look ata giant 
elephant coming out of the foliage 











followed by a long line of elephants. A 
hord of about thirty animals walking in 
single file! 

"She is a cow elephant, Leader of the 
herd” said uncle 

The boys stared at the elephants thelr 
‘eyes wide. Elephants of al sizes-tuskers, 
cows and baby elephants marched 
peacefully, swinging their trunks from 
side to side and occasionally pulling down 
leafy twig of trees and placing the green 
foliage in their mouths. 

“We will never forget this splendid 
sight” said the boys, 

Slowly the elephants disappeared 
{rom the clearing, the dense forest at the 
foot of the Bhutan hills engulfing them. 

Suddenly Amit raised his right hand 
to wave to the elephants. "We will come 
again dear friends, and today we also take 
a vow that we shall do our best to make 
the forest safe for you!" 

(Concluded) 


~Sukhendu Dutta 
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Name 
S. Parthiban 

Age: 13, 

Address : 854, Ist 
Floor, 1th Street, 
Syndicate Bank Colony, 
‘Anna Nagar West, 
Chennai 

Hobbies : Reading novels, 
listening to pop, collecting coins 
and stamps, yy 


craft, drawing, video 
games, reading and 
collecting beautiful 
pictures. 




















Name ; Archana 
Pramod 

Age: 13 

Address : Door No.8, Vijaya 
Apts.. Jayaram Ave., Sasti 
Nagar, Adyar, Chennai - 20, 
Hobbies : Stamps and 


Name : Robini Balakrishna | coins collection, cycling, 
Age: 17 chatting over phone and internet, 
‘Address : A/1O, Anushakthi Nagar, | 


‘Mumbai - 400 094, 
Hobbies : Reading, singing, painting 
and cooking, 


Name : AT, Chandrarkar 
Age: 15 
Address : 40-6-19, Revenue 
Colony. Moghal__Rajpuram, 
‘Vijayawada (AP) - $20 010, 
Hobbies : Drawing, painting, 
watching nature, cycling, swimming 
and reading books. 


Name; R. Manojkumar 

Age: 14 

Address : 145, S.P. Colony, 
Malhothra Marg, Trinulgherry, 
‘Secunderabad - $00 015, 

Hobbies : Cricket, rugby, watching 
‘TV, surfing the net and collecting news. 


Name : Lakshmi R, Menon 

Age: 15 

‘Address :No.6, Ganesh Vil, First 
Cross St, West CIT Nagar, Chennai - 
600.035. 

Hobbies : Dancing, listening to 
‘music, enjoying nature, cooking and 
wnting poems, 


Name : P. Brindha 

Age: 16 

Address : AJ05, P&T Quarters, S.B, 
Colony, Coimbatore - 641 011 

Hobbies: Stamps & coins collection, 


Name : Sonia Kundra 
Age: 14 
Address : 128, Officers Colony, R.K. 
Puram, Secunderabad - 500 015. 

‘Hobbies : Reading, singing, oil painting, 
watching TV, swimming, philately and 
‘working on computer. 








Priyadarshini 
4 

‘Adress : A.J. No,9-91/A, Near Shaha 
Bazaar, Naka Aashirwaad Nilay, Dist. 
Gulbarga - $85 101, 

Hobbies : Music, drawing, watching TV, 
reading stories and making friends. 


Name 
Ag 





Name; Karukriti Ghosh 

‘Age: 12 

Address : D/o Kausik Ghosh, HGI 
Industries Ltd, P.O. Halol, (via) Vadodara, 
Gujarat - 389 350. 

Hobbies : Reading, painting, collecting 
stamps, 


Name : B.S. Abhiman 

Age: 14 

‘Address : Achar Compound, Bijai New 
Road, Mangalore - $75 004. 

Hobbies : Chatting, playing chess, 
listening to soft music, reading. 


Name : Navee Gupta & Nikita Gupta 

Age: 6and 9 

Address : 524, Bank Colony, 2 Main, 
Murgeshpalayam, Airport Road, Bangalore - 
560017. 

Hobbies: Reading, drawing, chating and 
classical dance. 








Name: Susan 
Age: 17 
Address : Flat G 3, Sri Durga Apts., 


Malkajgiri, Hyderabad - 47 
Hobbies : Watching TV, 

chatting, reading, singing, making 

friends and doing creative work, 





[Name : Jayashree Santhakumar 

Age: 12 

Address: No.12, Kannadasan St,, 
‘Ambul Nagar, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai 
- 600 097, 

Hobbies : Reading, making milk 
juices, cycling and working on 
computer, 


Name : Deepa Ranganathan 

‘Age: Il 

‘Address :No.184, Road No.5, Sonari West 
Layout, Jamshedpur -831 011, 

Hobbies: Reading, gardening, listening to 
music 


Name : S. Sowmya 

Age: 13 

‘Address: $01, Unjha Apis., Anand Bagh, 
Safilguda, Hyderabad - 500 047 

Hobbies : Listening to music and stamp 
collection, 


Name : KM. Gomathi 

Age: 17 

‘Address: 18/C, Mallar Nilaya, Sth Cros, 
Ganesh Colony, S.N. Pet, Bellary 

Hobbies : Painting listening to old songs, 
reading books. 


Name : Kaushik . Bhat 
Age: IT 
‘Address: A7, Arya Ashish, Ramachandra 

Nagar, Manpada Road, Dombivili East -421 

204 
Hobbies : Reading, playing cricket, 

cycling and sketching. 












Std. VI, Carmel English School, 
Mangalore - 1. 








R Batazt 
Std. ILL, Modern School, 
Nagpur. 










Std. VII B, K.V.N.A.L., Bangalore - 17 


Std. VAIL 
School, Chennai - 59 






Ram : Come in; do not mind 
the dog. 

Shyam : Does he bite? 

Ram : That is what I want 10 
know. I bought him only today. 





entists claim that the 
average person speaks 30,000 
words in a day. 

Husband : Yes dear, but 
remember, you are far above the 
average! 








A man got off the 
train and asked an 
auto driver, “how 
much do you charge to 

the city centre?” 
Twenty rupees.” 

“Thanks. I am only asking to 
find out how much I am saving by 
walking the distance” 











‘Teacher : Raju, if a hen lays | 
one egg a day, how many eggs will 
it lay in aweek? 

Raju : Six eggs, sir, 

‘Teacher : How is that? 

Raju : Because Sunday is a 
holiday! 











Sunil : I don’t know what Ram 
does with his money. He was short 
yesterday and he is short again 
today.. 

Anil : Is he trying to borrow 
from you? 

Sunil : No, I am trying to 
borrow from him! 


Naresh : Why is the Indian 
Government the most neutral in the 
world? 

‘Suresh : I don’t know. 

Naresh : Be- 
cause it does not 
even interfere in its 
own affairs! 


‘Two terrorists were driving to 
the location where they jntended 
to plant a time-bomb which one 
of them had in his lap. 

“Drive a little slower... this 


bomb may go off any minute,” said 

the man carrying the explosive. 
“Don't worry”, assured the 

driver, “We' ve got a spare one in 





A leader of the opposition 
party was soliciting votes at an 
election meeting: “Brothers, this, 
time you should vote for my party. 
‘The ruling party has cheated you 
for many years. 
Now you must 
give me achance!” 








uja and Priya were very 
Pp friendly. Each considered 
the other as her best 
iriend. Both studied in the eighth 
standard in an English medium 
chool. Since they were always 
een together, other girls nick 
1 them as “twins”. Both 
good at studies. 
t, there was one fundamen- 
rence. Puja came from 
d minded family and she 








4 br 





Priya was hesitant. "You know 
my mother, Puja! She will not al- 
low me to go even for a picnic 
with friends. Don't develop fond 
hopes of my travelling with you 
to New Delhi.” 

“Don't you worry about that” 
said Puja, confidently. “I will 
convince Aunty.” So saying, 
Puja registered both their names 
for the sports competition. 


P 


riya lived in Matunga area 
of Mumbai and Puja's 
home was in Chembur. 


THE SPIRIT OF 


had the support of her parents 
in all her attempts and achieve- 
But Priya came from a 
conservative family and she had 
a lot of restrictions imposed on 
her 

One 


ment 





yy, after the mid term 
‘exams they found an announce- 
ant in the notice board about 
in inter-school sports competi- 
tion being held in New Delhi 
Puja was excited and said, 
Priyal Lets give our names and 
enroll ourselves. | know you are 
very good at sports. We will do 
our best to bring laurels to our 
chool! 
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‘ies Siharma was frm 
Inher convietons. 






we. 


4, 


=) 
as 





That evening 
Puja phoned her 
parents about _/// 
going to Priya’s | 
house and 
said she 
would be re- 
turning home 
rather late. 

Mrs, Sharma 
welcomed Puja 
when she entered 
their flat along with 
Priya, Puja came di- 
rectly to the point: 





+ Puja opened out her 
heart to her mother. 


FRIENDSHIP 


“Aunty, please send Priya to 
Delhi to participate in the sports 
competition’she said. "We shall 
be going as a team and our PT. 
Instructor will also be accompa- 
nying us. There is nothing to be 
afraid of. Moreover | will be al- 
ways with Priya.” 

But Mrs. Sharma gave a blunt 
answer. "| appreciate your con- 
cern Puja”, she said, “but it is 
our firm conviction that girls 
should not be allowed to go out 
of station without atleast one of 
the family members accompa- 

_gying them.” 

+ Puja pleaded but Mrs: 


Sharma would not yield 

uja narrated the whole 
P matter to her mother that 

night. “Oh, mummy! am 
so upset. | don't feel like par- 
ticipating in sports without 
Priya,” she said and started sob- 
bing. Mrs. Mehtha consoled her. 
She also felt that Priya’s parents 
were being unfair to her. “I'll talk 
toMrs, Sharma” she said. “Let's 
see how things shape up. Now 
you must stop crying.” 


he next day Mrs. Mehtha 
_ took the time to visit Mrs. 


Sharma and brought up 








the topic. But Mrs. Sharma 
would not budge an inch. 

‘You know Mrs. Mehtha” she 
said, "Priya's fathers very strict. 
He doesn't like Priya participat- 








ever you say will not change our 
attitude.” 

Mrs. Mehtha took one final 
shot: “You said that you will not 
allow Priya to travel 

without an 


+ Priya came fist in many sport events. 


ing in sports at all, let alone 
sending her to New Delhi. After 
all what has a girl to do with 
sports? Her place is in the fam- 
ily, learning to do all household 
work, so that, she will be a good 
and dutiful wife in future. 

Mrs. Mehtha was surprised - 
to say the least - to hear this re- 
ply. “Those days are past” she 
said to Mrs. Sharma. “Now-a- 
days girls are equal to boys. In 
some areas they do even better 
than the boys. Please don't stop 
Priya from taking part in sports 
just because she is a girl. She 
is very good in sports and as her 
mother you have to encourage 
her.” 

Mrs. Sharma just smiled and 
shook her head. “Sorry, what- 
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erly family member accompany- 
ing her. | hope you will consider 
me not only as a friend but a 
member of your family. | prom- 
ise to accompany Priya through- 
out this camp and it will be my 
responsibility to see that Priya 
gets back home safely.” 

Mrs. Sharma was dumb 
founded. She could not say ‘no’ 
to this suggestion, since it would 
mean that she did not trust even 
Mrs. Mehtha! She promised to 
talk to Priya’s father and to get 
back to Mrs. Mehtha with a posi- 


tive response. 
during the competition 


F and their team had 


beaten all the other teams. They 


riya performed very well 


bagged the gold medal for their 
school and were back home, 
overjoyed. 

A function was arranged in 
the school to introduce the vic- 
torious team to the students and 
their parents. The parent- 
teacher association played an 
important part in organizing the 
function with the co-operation of 
the principal. Allthe team mem- 
bers were given a rose and an 
alarmclock as mementos. When 
the Principal invited Priya on the 
stage there was thunderous ap- 
plause, for it was she who had 
come first in most of the events. 
Priya thanked the ‘Princi’ and re- 
quested that she be al- 
lowed one minute be- 
fore the mike, The prin- 
cipal gladly 
agreed, 

“Thank 
you for your 


applause 

she said. “But the 

entire credit should go to 

Puja and her mother for 

they are the persons behind 
She looked 





ty 


Sharma felt very proud of their 
daughter as their eyes filled with 
tears. 

Priya ran down the dais and 
embraced Puja joyously. "I 
thank God for blessing me with 
such a wonderful friend” she 
said with feeling. 

Abeam of light twinkled in the 
eyes of both the girls as the en- 
tire school started clapping 
‘once again in their honour. 

Anu Rao, 
Chennai 








my success.” 
proudly at her parents seated 
in the first row and said, 
“Thank you mom and dad, for 
trusting me!” Mrs. & Mr 
+ Plane wil you alow mete use 
“tthe mie fo one mnt” asked 

Priya and 














‘ean walk the tight rope, 
even blind folded, 


// What luck. A knife 

(waiting to be used! 
T'll make Balu eat 
mud once again, 





iy plan succeeded! I'm not going to 
fall, On the other hand the tub full of / the shower 
ss bath? Come 

ln for more 


Oh! Oh! My 
beautiful new 
dress... 











? Lam in X standard. I am very 
slim. Iam not suffering from any 
ailment. Please suggest how I can 
gain weight. Will some medicines 
help? 


! You have not mentioned your 











HELLO 
DOCTOR! 


metabolic disease. For this 
you have to consult your 
family doctor. 
If you are found 
absolutely normal in 


check-up, the next step 
will be to improve your 

intake of food. You 

should concentrate 

mainly on fatty 


food. All dairy 
products like milk, 
ccurd, butter, ghee are rich in fat. Egg, 
meat, chicken, liver, and ice creams 
have higher fat content. Add as much 
as possible to your daily food menu. 











Simultaneously, you need to do 
special exercises to build up your 
muscles. Consult your family doctor 


WHY DOES HAIR 


TURN GREY?/, 


height and weight. If your weight 
is in proportion to your height you 
need not worry, about being slim. 

But if you are underweight, you 

need to get a complete medical 
check-up to rule out any hidden 
illness like worm infestation, 
emia, diabetes or any other 


Pigs 
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regarding the exercises. Once you 





reach the desired weight, you need to 
maintain it with a judicious intake of 
food and exercises regularly. Drugs 
for increasing weight are not usually 
recommended. 
© Sathish 

Chidambaranathan, 
Karaikudi. 
? Why does our hair turn 

grey? 
! Melanin is the 








pigment which is responsible for the 
colour of the hair. As one grows older, 
the supply of melanin drops or stops. 
Hence, the colour of the hair turns 
‘grey. However, we may have seen hair 
of some young people turning grey. 
Why does this happen? There may be 
several reasons for the hair turning 
gxey in young age. A very important 
reason is heredity. Malnutrition, 
tension, shock, worry and depression 
may also slow down the production 
of melanin. Several illnesses like 


blood cancer 





can also 
affect the Bb 
production of 
melanin. 
However, 626° 
aad 


scientists 
have not been able to explain fully the 
exact cause of this change in colour 
of the hair. 

© T. Saisudha, Saranga. 

? How can one increase 0». 
height and weight? 

! One's height is determined by 
heredity. We cannot increase it by 
medicines. But certain yogasanas like 
sarvangasana will help. You must get 
the advice of an expert to do it 
properly. To increase one’s weight, 
referto the first answer in this feature, 

@ Nima Melwin, New Delhi. 

? Why do people complain of 
hairfall during summer? 

! There is no relation between the 
season and hairfall. As Ihave already 
mentioned in June 2000 Gokulam, 
cach hair undergoes three stages of 
development, namely growing stage, 
resting stage and falling stage. If the 
hair falling stage coincides with the 


cat Ba 
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summer months for a particular 
person then, he or she will complain 
of hairfall at that season, 

@ Naveen Chakravarthy, 
Calcutta. 

? We are able to drink very hot 
liquid preparations like tea or coffee 
but the same burns our skin if itis 
spilled on the body. Why? 

! Physiologically the path from the 
mouth to the anus in our body is called 
the alimentary canal. It is lined by 
mucous membrane. This is formed by 
numerous epithelial cells and 
mucous glands, The mucous lining 
acts as a protective barrier. It protects 
the underlying cells from pathogens 

nd also from other physical and 
chemical hazards. When we drink a 
hot liquid, this membrane protects the 
cells beneath it from getting burnt 
This happens mainly because of the 
mucin present in the membrane. 

Muecin is a fluid secreted by the 
mucous glands. It contains protein 


Veerappan Vanquished? 


and water. The water molecules of 
mucin have a higher boiling point, 
This property of water molecules in 
mucin acts as a heat absorbent and 
prevents the penetration of heat 
beneath 
ur skin is also involved in the 
protection of underlying cells, tissues 
and organs from external 
environmental hazards. The skin is 
composed of a superficial layer called 
epidermis and an inner layer called 
dermis, These layers are dry in nature 
and contain no water molecules to 
absorb heat and are permeable, 
Hence, these layers are not as 
effective as the mucous layer in the 
alimentary canal in giving protection. 
from heat bums. When hot substances 
are poured on the skin, the heat 
damages both the superficial layer 
and inner layer, causing blisters, 
sealds ete., depending on the 

temperature of the hot substance. 
Dr. G. Ganesan, Rajapalayam 



















Forest brigand Veerappan's moustache 
is as famous as Veerappan himself 

But a junk collector in Allahabad has 
slolen his thunder and become world 
famous by balancing four candles on his | 
luxurious moustache and deftly dancing 
to the rhythmic beat of traditional music! | 
Mr. Rajendra Kumar Tiwari finds himself 
in the Guinness Book for this feat! 
~ Suresh K. Anjum, Calcutta 
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inter-school drama competition 

had been announced. The English 

feacher had asked all those 
interested to give their names and come 
‘during break to audition for parts. “What 
fun!" thought Brother Undir. Sister, on 
the other hand, was apprehensive. 
English Miss had.called her separately 
and told her to show up during the break 
since her language was very good. 
Everyone in school was excited. They 
‘wanted the school to win. But each of 
them also wanted a part in the play. 
Except Sister. Her shyness surfaced 
sharply even at the thought of facing an 
audience, “How will { go on stage? In 
front of everyone! And the make up! 
Ugh! I don't want anyone to see me with 
a pink face!” 

Brother, Sister, Kaaju, Toffee, Cotfee, 
Rani, Raja and many others showed up 
atthe staff room during break. They had 
all gobbled up their lunches in five 
minutes! “Miss, may we come 
in?"English Miss took them aside. “Wel, 
lets see, How many of you have come?” 


A | tow will 10 on stage? 
Oo 














She asked Sister Undir to take 
attendance in a separate notebook to keep “Miss! Our uncle has written two plays, 
track. “You will also write down the  youknow. He does itjust for un, How about 
responsibilities each has been given." Once one of them?" asked Raja. Rani nodded as 
that was taken care of Miss asked each of she looked at Miss. 

them if they had any ideas for a play. “Well, that’s a lot of ideas. What does 


“What about one from 
our text book?” asked 
Kaaju. 


“That's silly. Everyone 


will know the whole story!” 

“Shakespeare?” 

“Too long, too tough!” 

“Lets adapt Jack and the 
Beanstalk!" 

“| like Goldilocks and d 
the Three Bears better! I'd 


Wao be Fane Bese” NTU Vee W ea) id ee 
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everyone think? Let me tell you the judging 
criteria first” said Miss. “Its going to be out 
of hundred, There's twenty marks each for 
originality, acting including dialogue 
delivery, costumes, props and theme,” 

“Miss, originality!” Sister exclaimed. 
“Why don't we check out Rani-Raja’s 
suggestion!” 

“OK. Will you read both the plays and 
tell me what you think?” Miss realy relied 
alot on Sister. Sister was one of her best 
students in English. But that made Sister 
nervous this time, Miss might give her a 
part! Brother, on the other had, felt a sharp 
twinge of jealousy, Why was Miss giving 
Sister so much attention? That evening 
Sister and Brother went to Raja-Ranl's 
Thome to pick up the plays. Raja had already 
called their uncle about it. Uncle was really 
quite flattered. Very generously he had 
agreed to make a few photocopies of the 
two plays and bring them over."! wonder 





whether I'm going to get a part?” Brother 
wondered aloud, to make sure that Sister 
new that he was interested. Raja said, 
“First let Sister talk to Uncle and read the 
plays. Miss wil finally decide!” 

Uncle explained to Sister the stories in 
brief. One was about an adopted child who 
finds his biological parents, The second one 
was about a dark family secret which 
eventually turns out to be false. 


mest 





“while | lke the second one better, the 
first one may be easier to do at schoo!” 
‘suggested Uncle. Sister agreed to read them. 
and let him know which one was finally 
selected, 


Ait scnoot the next day work started in 
real earnest. In Sister’s opinion the one 
about the adopted child was a better choice 
because it was written from acids point 
af view. Miss read both the pays and chose 
the one recommended by Sister. 

There was a meeting of al volunters to 
read for roles and assign parts, Everyone, 
just about everyone was hoping to be 
Selected, Sister was an exception, "Miss! 
Please Miss! If you don't mind... Miss, 
please, give the others a chancel help 
withthe rehearsals!” sad Sister, trying to 
avoid being selected. Of course, no one 
believed her, least ofall Brother, He thought 
she was trying to pick up browne points 
and make a good impression on 
Miss, He made a face 

“Come on! Read! After all 
you're the best in English class!” 
PF Tottee tried to get Sister to 
participate, Brother read, Cottee and 
Toflee read, Raja and Rani read 
Kaaju read, All the others who had 
volunteered also read for parts. 
Sister hao read too, Who would 
get the parts? There was much 
expectation, excitement and 
anxiety Finally all the parts were 
assigned. Brother got the part of the 
adopted child~the key part inthe pay. The 
minute Miss announced that, his animosity 
vanished like magic! He went to Sister and 
sat by her side. 

Coffee and Tottee were the adoptive 
parents, both long parts, Sister got a 
smalier, but very Key part ~ that of the 
biological mother. Miss knew about Sister's 
shiyness and wanted to help her overcome 


it. Then there were some other characters 
~ Raja and Kaaju were friends of the parents 
and Rani was head of the orphanage where 
the child lived at frst 

"Since this is a competition, all the key 
players should also have a back-up as @ 
stand by. We cannot take a chance if one of 
‘you were to fal sick!” said Miss. So a few 
‘more had to be assigned roles, 

"Now you have two days flat to write 
‘out and memorise your parts! | want you 
to be free of the script so you can all focus 
‘on the acting! That is an order!” grinned 
Miss, reacting to the loud groans all round. 





Everyday thereatter th play group was 
exempted trom PT and General Studies 
class for play practice, A week later, after 
much stumbling and bumbling and 
constantly referring to their scripts, even 
after having memorized them, they were all 
actualy starting to say thelr lines at the right 
time, Even the substitutes. Soon everyone 
had learnt each others’ lines as well, Now 
Miss was concentrating more and more on 
‘expressions and acting, What fun they were 
allhaving! Even Sister In fact she had some 
really good ideas on how to enter and exit, 
how to say the lines and so on, She even 
‘made very good prompter, better than the 
‘one who had been selected to prompt. Miss 
was rather pleased to hear that Sister had 
taken charge of direction on her own and 
they were all practicing hard after school. 
Perhaps this experience would help Sister 
‘cope with her shyness. 

Brother had taken to his role like fish to 
water. He constantly said his lines. He made 
Sister and Mama and Papa Undir hear him 
again and again. 

Sister was far, far more reticent. Even 
when Mama urged her to say her part at 
home, she refused. 

As the day of the competition drew 
nearer, there were the costumes to finalise, 














the props to select and touch up and a 
hundred other things to do. There was a 
{ull dress rehearsal scheduled on Saturday 
inthe schoo! auditorium, Sister and Brother 
Undir packed a small suitcase each with 
their things, Mama and Papa dropped Sister 
and Brother at school 

There was Rani rushing to the 
auditorium, "Hil How's everything? My 
mother says | must not use the common 
lipstick that is meant for everyone! So she 
gave me hers!” 

Lipstick! Makeup! Ugh! Sister did not 
like th idea at allt The junior class teachers 
‘were there to help with the dressing up. 
Sister absolutely refused to put on any 
makeup, “Miss please! No! Not today!" aid 
Sister, holding her hand over her face. They 
tether off that day. “Tomorrow you wil have 
to co-operate! After ll you have to be seen 
from faraway!” Anyway, the dress rehearsal 
was completed smoothly. No one forgot 
their lines. The prompter was in position 
and did the job well The back up substitutes 
were watching carefuly, just in case they 
had to step in. In fact some of them id 
hhope for an unexpected no-show of one of 
the main players so they would get to G0 
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on stage. 

Everyone went back home tired and 
Contented, looking forward to the next day's 
excitement 


The next day all the participating 
schools arrived theirschool buses. twas 
the day of the final competition, What alt 
of bustle there was! Furniture being carried 
down One schoo! had even brought large 
twee! Another team brought a min ridge! 
Brother was most impressed, Students 
were running about carying tai clothes, 
beards, wigs, turbans, saris and other 
costumes and props. 

"L wonder what the other plays a 
about! It should be fun watching them 
said Brother, really soaking in the 
almosphere 

“Thope oursis among theirs few! That 
way we'll ba tre to watch the others! 

“hope we win! That other school ~the 
cones in that green uniform ~ they look so 
confident Look atthe way they ae showing 
of! getting nervous!” 

“Calm down everyone!" said English 
Miss. "Just do your very best! Don't focus 
‘on what others are doing! You're a great 
bunch!" 








The chief guest had come. The 
introductory speech was over. The three 
judges were introduced, They took their 
positions. The judging criteria were 
announced. That was it! The competition 
had started with the first play. All the 
participants went back tage to wait for their 
turns, Fizzy drinks and biscuits were going 
Around. But Miss had instructed them not 
to ea until their turn was over. Brother Undir 
grabbed Sister's hands and said, "Hope this 
goes off without a hitch. | hope no one 
forgets ther lines, Afterall Papa and Mama 
are going to be there watching us." 


Papa and Mama! How Sister wished 
‘they were not coming! They would see how: 
badly she performed! She was becoming 
increasingly uncomfortable, And they were 
next! Suddenly her stomach felt all knotted 
up. She wiped off her face on her sieeve, 
and looked at the pink stuff that came off. 

‘Again and again she rubbed her face, 
Miss saw her. 

“Hey! Come here! What's the matter? 
Lot me fx you up!” 

She did up Sister's face again and 
adjusted her sar. There was no escape now. 

Now don't you go rushing off 
anywhere!” 

Rushing off! That was an idea! Well, why 
not? 

Sister was already feeling very 
uncomfortable. Her sari seemed to be 
getting wrapped round her legs. As the rest 
‘of their team was also tense, they did not 
notice her, Suddenly, she slipped out from 
behind the stage, She looked here and there 
and found a door that said TOILET. In she 
went and closed the door. t just cannot 
face it!" she said to herself. As she looked 
around she realized that it must be a 
teachers’ toilet. The place was neat and dry. 

There were chairs anda mirror. Nothing 


like the messy wetness that kids had to put 
up with, 

She did not even need to hold her 
breath, She collapsed with relief on an easy 
chair, 


Meanwtite ther play was announced 
Brother went onto the stage wth te others 
The show had begun! Since Sister was to 
come in later, no one noticed her absence 
at first. But very soon there was near 
mayhem! Ath extras were looking fr he. 
Miss was simply fant, As soon as Brother 
came backstage she shook him and asked 

"Miss she was here just now! | was 
taking to her Ihave no idea where she 
could have gone so suddeniy!" 

Sisters substitute was rounded up, She 
was herded on tothe stage. The rompter 
realizd something was wrong, He rose to 
the ocasion by prompting rather loudly. 
sounded like oud stage whispers, not 
prompting Inthe audience Papa and Mama 
Undir were quite puzzled by the switch 
Brother looked at them and trie to shrug 
and signal to them eventhough they had 
al been tol tity not to make eye contact 
ox smile at parents, 

Everyone went through the motions and 
said their ins, but her heart was nt fully 
inva they were doing As soonas the pay 
ended Miss made an announcement for 
Sister 

Brother Undir was realy really woried 
Everyone kept asking him what he knew. 
Poor fellow. At rst he had no idea what to 
think or say. Then bit by tit he old Miss 
about Sister's hesitation to act. "But she 
heiped me lear my part and practic it She 
even helped al the others.” 

"es, Miss! We had al practiced quitea 
bitat home, She was quite good director! 
She even made suggestions for our 
costumes” sad Kea, 

she was rather good at visualizing the 





~ 
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overall effect, And what an asset she was 
{or the work backstage!” said Miss, 

“I suppose she really meant it when she 
said she felt stage shy!” agreed Brother. 


Jeanwhile, out of tension and 
exhaustion, Sister Undir had fallen asleep 
‘ona chair She was found there bya teacher 
{rom the host school. 

English Miss was greatly relieved when 
Sister was handed over to her ~ but what a 
disheveled state she was in! Papa and 
‘Mama Undir also came backstage to find 
‘ut about Sister 

Poor Sister! She felt quite sheepish with 
all the questioning and attention, Just what 
shie wanted to avoid! 

“'m really sorty for this mess up!" she 
said, looking quite guily 

"Wel, we managed with your substitute 
= she did a good job really!” 

No one realized how the time had flown, 
Suddenly they heard the name of their 
schoo! and play being announced, 

“What was that? Why are we being 
called on stage?” asked Brotherit turned 
‘out that they had won the second prize 
‘overall and the frst for direction! 

Now everyone was smiling! Teacher 
asked Sister and Brother Undir to go up on 
stage and receive the prizes~ Sister for the 
direction and Brother forthe overall prize! 
Iwas a happy ending afterall. . 
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Don Bradman who is cherished 
as the sportsman of the 20th 
Century is no more, He was born 
Gonutan 
APRIL OT 





in Bowral near Adelaide, Australia. 
He was described as the batsman 
who set his bat on fire and as one 
who pulverised the bowling of the 


SPORTS TALK 


best of bowlers. 
No other batsman in the world 
came anywhere near his test 


batting average of 99.94 runs. He 
narrowly missed the average of one 
hundred runs. As luck would have 
it, he failed to open his account in 
the last innings of his test career. 
Perfection was his hall mark both 
on and off the field. As a 
perfectionist, he had high respect 
for our Sachin's batting ability and 
valued his friendship. 
= K. Sandhya, Std. X, Venus 
Matric H.S.S., Chidambaram. 


The Aussies are on their 
winning spree once again, claiming 
their sixteenth consecutive victory 
in the five day test at Mumbai. It is 
a pity that the advantage that India 
had with five wickets forjust 99 runs 
in the first innings was not followed 
up with vigour. India slumped after 
that and the Aussies scooted to a 
ten wicket win within three days. 










*Harehajan 


some crisis management and 
carried the total to a formidable 445. 
The Indian side collapsed and were 
forced to a follow on, But an innings 
defeat was averted due to the brave 
knock of Laxman in the second 
innings when he delighted the 
crowd with his record creating 200 
and more. Dravid gave him good 
support with an excellent century 
‘and more and the match is now well 


ON A 
CPREEY 








The second test too raised 
hopes with Harbhajan doing the 
hat-trick and claiming five wickets 


in a spell of 24 overs with 
maidens and conceding only 66 
runs. But the Australian captain did 








poised for the best team to win. 

In cricket the periods of classical 
batting and spells of terrific bowling 
are more important to the spectator 
‘who views the game not only as a 
sport but also as a fine art. 
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True greatness lies in doing your 
duty minute by minute, hour by hour 
and day by day” said Swami 
Vivekananda and referred to the 
earthworm as a never failing ‘Karma 
Yogi.” 

*Vivekam’ means intelligence of the 
right kind, One who can discriminate 
between rightand wrong, good and bad 
and is also brainy. Not the intelligence 
of the Dr, No kind! ‘Anandam’ means 
joy. Vivekananda was true to his name 
‘and much more than that. 








‘He was born in an orthodox 
brahmin family in Calcutta on 
January 9th 1862. He received 
education in a Christian school 
and was greatly influenced by 
western thinking. He was also 
very much interested in physical 
fitness and could box, swim 


sing, and hearing him Ramakrishna 
‘was transported to ecstasy. 

Narendra asked, “do you believe in 
God?” and Ramakrishna replied at 
once, “Yes I see him!” 

This immediate and unhesitating 
reply stunned Narendra and he realised 
that he had found his Master, He also 
realised that his ‘Guru’ had really seen 
‘and experienced God within himself, 
He then started spreading the message 
‘of ‘Gnana’ and ‘Bakthi’. He knew that 
wisdom without devotion or 
knowledge without humility was 





A MONK 


WHO 


and ride. He had a clear 
baritone voice which he T H E wo RLD 
used to advantage while 


singing and speaking. The ringing tone 
captivated people and his wise 
reasoning went to their hearts. 

Later he was attracted to and 
influenced by Brahma Samaj but that 
did not give him full satisfaction. He 
then met Ramakrishna and this was the 
turning point in his life. The meeting 
made a tremendous impact and 
brought about a transformation in his 
whole outlook. 


Daring this first meeting Narendra 
for that was how Vivekananda was 
named by his parents - was asked to 
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useless. 

He also saw mankind as a single 
entity and advocated the idea of a 
‘universal soul’ and of a God whom 
all humans could worship. 


When Ramakrishna breathed his 
last, all his disciples looked upon 
Vivekananda as their natural leader. 
Vivekananda accepted the 
responsibility and founded the 
Ramakrishna order of monks. The 
Ramakrishna mission run by these 
monks is doing great service to 
humanity all over India and abroad. 





















In 1893 Vivekananda 
set sail for America to 
attend the world 
Parliament of Religions in 
Chicago. His eloquent 
oratory was much appreciated and he 
was able to gather around him quite a 
few devotees. 

‘Swami Vivekananda also visited 
England and Switzerland. In England, 
Margaret Noble became his disciple. 
‘She was later known as Sister Nivedita. 

His ideal was the betterment of the 


people of India and the 
upliftment of the poor 
and drowntrodden. He 
| often said, “I do not 
believe in God or 
Religion that cannot 





wipe a widow's tears or 






an orphan, 

By this time he had 
become quite famous in 
India and he made a trip 
to Colombo in 1897. Two. 
Years later he set sail to 
the west for the second 
time. 

Scifless and tireless 
work took i's toll and his 
strength began to wane. 
He said, “I've bun- 


ded up my things 
and Tam waite 

ing for the 
\¥,, great deli- 


verer,” 
» The end 
came on 
July 4th 1902, 
at Belur Math, 
Swami Vive- 
kananda was a 
‘great personality who 
inspired people all over the world by 
practising what he preached. He roused 
‘the masses of India and brought about 
anew awakening in the country, which 
laid stress on freedom and responsibi- 
lity combined with divinity and love 
of mankind. 
+S. Ganesh Kumar, Chennai. 
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VIEWPOINT 


WHY WAS THE EARTHQUAKE. 
A DEATH QUAKE? 

‘The earth quake that shook Gujarat 
was indeed very destructive. Itclaimed 
the lives of many innocent people. The 
survivors are in a state of shock and 
helplessness. They have lost their 
wealth and loved ones. 

But a recent earthquake in Seattle, 
U.S.A., which was more or less similar 


+ Catamity in Gujarat 


in intensity to that of Gujarat did not 
cause this much of damage. Why? 

A large number of lives in Gujarat 
could have been saved, had the 
buildings been constructed more 
carefully using the right technique, 
Even after the death quake, several 
lives could have been saved if the 
rescue workers had been more 
organised, and well trained in a disaster 
management system. 

This is not to belittle 
the good work done by the 
‘Army which succeeded in 
saving many lives. 
Volunteers from other 
organizations too have 
done a great job. 
Donations have poured 
in. Let us hope that the 
money will be properly 
H utilised to help the people 
of Gujarat find their feet. 

~ Karthik Kaushik, 
Std. IX C, 







THE OLD FALTHEUL 
Recently during the 

+ __,,| Gujarat earthquake we 
saw how many human 

lives were saved by the 


old faithful - the dog. We 
don’t give much thought 


























"3 great dealin 
‘saving tives, 


to these life savers who spare no effort 
in sniffing out persons buried deep 
under the debris. Very often the dogs 
themselves are in great danger, but they 
don't seem to mind. 

The pigeon is another creature 
which helped relief work a great de 
When telephone lines and cables were 
damaged; when no messages could be 
sent by email, telegram, of telephone; 
‘when even the radio stations were not 
functioning, the pigeons took over and, 
helped to carry messages. 

‘The police of Uttaranchal have now 
decided to try the winged messengers 
to carry urgent and important messages 
in the Kumaon and Garhwal hill 
regions. 

‘Time and again these wonderful 
creatures have proved their worth. Let 








+ Sniter dogs helped 


us show our gratitude by nurturing 
them, 
= R. Chitra, New Delhi. 


A HOLE IN THE 
OZONE LAYER 
‘The earth in which we live is 
surrounded by an ozone layer. This 
layer filters the sun’s rays entering the 
h-and protects us from the ultra 
violet rays of the sun, 
But of late there is so much of 
1 pollution, as a result of 
which, the ozone layer is 
damaged and is slowly 
developing gaping hole, 











fumes from petrol and diesel vehicles 
and from the smoking chimneys of 





industrial units. 
Jet planes, refrigerators and air 
conditioners emit chloro fluoro carbon 
which separates the ozone layer. If the 
ozone layer is damaged beyond a 
ccortain limit, then the direct rays of the 
sun will fall on us and will cause cancer. 
Hence it is most important that we 
put an end to air pollution and save the 
‘ozone layer from further damage 

= S. Keerthy, Std. VIII A, St. 
Joseph’s M.ILS.S., Madurai. 
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DO YOU CHOOSE 
A CAREER OR 
ALLOW A CAREER :: 
TO CHOOSE YOU? 


Standard ten and plus two 
students are at a turning point in 
their lives. They have to decide on 
their future. 

Sometime back every youth 
wanted to become a doctor or an 
engineer. Then it was the turn of 
B.Com. CA. and a bank job. Now 
the ‘in thing’ is computers and LT. 

GOKULAM talked to Dr. Vasanthi 
Devi, former vice chancellor of 
‘Manon maniam Sundaranar 
University about these trends: 

This is what Dr. Vasanthi Devi has 
10 say to Gokulam readers as well as 


their parents 


I feet thrilled even 
now when I think of my 
childhood days, After 
coming from 
school I used to play a 
Jot with my friends in 


home 


neighbourhood, 





Several indoor games and outdoor 


games were our favourites and not a 
single day passed without our 


indulging in one or two of these, 








But today I find children do not find 
the time to play. After school they go 
for tuition or coaching classes, On 
returning home they have a cup of tea 
or coffee and attend to 


their ‘home work’. Once that is over 
they sit in front of the T.V. until 
their eyes and mind 
become tired and its 
time for bed. 
Early morn- 
ings are no dif- 
ferent. They are 
woken up at 
five, read their 
lessons till 
seven and then 
swallowing 
some breakfast 
in a hurry, rush 
+ be. Vasanth Devt 









to school with a twenty kilo books bag 
strapped to their backs 

‘The education system of today has 
robbed the children of real joy, which 
truly belongs to them. 


Some parents who have not 
realised their dreams expect their 
children to fulfil them. “Son, I very 
much wanted to be a doctor, but T 
couldn't; atleast you should achieve 
this dream of mine” is something which 
is heard often in many families. “You 
‘must become an engineer and be the 
pride of our family” is another angle 
of approach! 





In this list of status 
careers has now been 
added, IT. Engineer, 
Genetic Engineer, 
MB.A. and a few 
other vocations 
Children thus 
programmed think 
that only this or that 
career is good for 
them and they are 
unable to respond to 


GUIDANCE 


their inner self. 

If you ask a child in 
India, “What would you 
like to be when you grow 
up?” the child in all 
probability will say, 
“Doctor.” But if such a 
question is put to a child 
in any western country, 
the parents would object 
to it. For, they know that 
the child in not ready to 
take such a difficult 
decision 

In countries like 
America, any youth 
entering college will 
have to study a variety of 
subjects for the first (wo 
years, During this time 
they decide on which 
subject attracts them 
most and then they 
specialize in that subject 
‘during the third year, But 
here even during the plus 
one stage the child is 
forced to take a decision 
about his future.The 
career ring surrounds 
you like a hula hoop 
fand you start dancing 
to keep it in place! 

a result of this 
system our children 
become captives of the 
marks they obtain, “If 
you are unable to score 
more than eleven 
hundred marks you are 
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not fit to be my son” shouts a father. “Forget about 
becoming a doctor, become a cow herd instead!” 

‘Such kind of talk demoralises children and they 
start studying mechanically with the sole purpose of 
obtaining marks. 

Even children who study fairly well are sent for 
coaching. Modern children don’t have time to 
‘observe a sunrise or enjoy the beauty of a butterfly. 
Ifby any chance a child shows some interest in poetry, 
painting or any one of the fine arts he is immediately 
reprimanded by saying that these will not help him 
to carn a decent living, The child’s enthusiasm is thus 
killed. 

‘The ranking system based on marks obtained must 
be done away with, A boy who studies very well 
gets lesser marks because his hand writing is not good 
enough forthe examiner! Further, the ranking system 
Kills the comradeship between students of the same 
s. Only jealousy and competition prevail. 

‘There is a lot of talk about dropouts these days. 
Itis believed that poor parents send their children to 
do some job to increase the family income and this 
is the main reason for dropouts. Though this may be 
true, it should also be remembered that the 
‘educational system is so boring that children would 
like to drop out at the first opportunity they get, 
instead of trying to convince their parents that they 
would like to continue with their studies, School 
‘education must be made interesting and loveable to. 









achieve a reduction 
in dropouts. 






Coming to higher 
€ducation, there is a 
move to close down 
‘non utility’ courses 
like history, literature, 
sociology and 
philosophy. This is a 


woty, dangerous Y 
trend and will 
result in ‘ 


degradation of our 
society. Our aim should be to provide decent jobst© Besides 
people who graduate in these courses, and not to close 

down these courses. These courses are as important 


these 
reforms, school going 
children must be closely 
watched and encouraged 
gradually in the subjects 
of their interest, Thus 





to a nation as any other so called utility course. 
Another short coming in our educational system 


is that even primary educ 





jon is imparted ina foreign 





language in many schools. These children are unable 
to read or write properly in their own mother tongue 
‘This will be a great set back tothe future gene 
and our country. A good educational system should 
impart primary education in the mother tongue of 
the child and all children whether rich or poor must 
study the same subjects in their mother tongue. This fying will not satisfy the 
will develop a feeling of sou or give real happi 
equality which is ness. On the other hand 
lacking today in the career you choose 
our education. should be challenging 
Today children and joyous, besides b 
belonging towellto ing rewarding. Only then 
do families study inthe will you experience a 
English medium and sense of achievement 
develop a superiority and fulfilment. 
complex and others Compiled by Jayanthan 
stud) in their mother Cover illustration 
tongue fee! let down, Lalitha 
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when they reach college 
level they will be sure of 
themselves and the 
career of their choice. 








Entering a career just 
for the money it will 




















raditionally the 

Japanese were 

using sewage as 
farmland manure. But 
the speed at which cit- 
ies grew and moderniz 
tion took place, put an 
end to this practise. Em- 
phasis on sanitation re- 
Quired that sewage be 
carried away in the 
sewerages along with 
rainwater and water used 
Up for domestic purposes 
such as washing and 
bathing. Industralsation 
around cities, and strict 
laws preventing pollution 
of rivers, lakes and 
marshes resutted in vast 











quantities of industrial 
wastes also finding their 
way into sewerages. 

The rate of spread of 
sewerage facility is also 
very high in Japan. 60% 
of the country has been covered and 100% of ma- 
jor metropolitan areas. This is a result of education 
and improvement in standard of living. 


his modernization also became a headache 
FF ier lamer: the avarenessarong 
people would not allow the sewage to be let 
into rivers, lakes or even the sea. As a result scien- 
tists and engineers evolved an underground sys- 
tem in which sewage treatment plant functioned. 
Since Japan itself is a small country, land ar 


is very much in demand and so the sewage treaf- 
ment plants were built underground! Horidome 
treatment plant is one such. Here aeration tanks 
have been built and the treated water is pumped 


+ Underneath the Orchid garden s the aeration tanks of Horidome 
treatment plant, which treats sewage water and residue for a number 
‘of applications. 

voirs! 


Again the sewerage 
plant is @ hut id pipes themselves are 
den with an artifi used for optical fibre 
fountains and trees. The _ connections and sepa- 
treated water is used by rate pits are not dug for 
the park for filing up the these. About 643 
lake, watering the pl kilometers of optical fi 





“The orchid garden of Hisaya Odori Park, Nagoya city, 
“Japan, developed with sewage treated water. 


and to flush toilets. bres have been laid in 

‘Once the water is thus removed tromthe sewage side sewerage pipes! 
allot of sediment is left behind which is incinerated. Thus the sewerage 
The ashes obtained by thus burning waste is used sector is transformed 
for producing bricks by fusion method. These bricks _ as part of the new infor- 
are used for paving the side walks used by pedes- mation technology net- 
trians, along side roads. work. 


T he sewerage system has some other uses too. 














Another kind of city’ 
spreads underground 
and is continuing to 
growin tandem with the 





For instance rainwater cannot seep under- 
ground 





ground in cities to recharge und 








ter, because of asphalt on the roads and concrete ; 
floorings around buildings. Rain water is therefore “ity above 
harvested by the sewerage system and after being Courtesy: 





treated, is stored in man - made underground reser Pacific Friend 





Boot! Soy SE 


ne day a sculptor came to the 
court of Emperor Akbar, with 
three beautiful idols of a 


laughing moulvi. The idols looked 
alike in all respects. 

He said, “Your Majesty, though 
these idols look alike only one of these 
is fit enough to be presented to you 
Another is intended for your prime 
minister and the third is for your court 
jester. Will you ask Birbal to select the 
right idol for the right person?” 

‘Akbar was puzzled and amused. He 
tumed to Birbal and asked, “are you 








“Yes, Your Majesty” said Birbal, 
with a deep bow. He took the idols in 
his hands and observed them minutely 
for some time. He noticed that there 
were small holes in the ears and the 
‘mouths of the idol. He decided that the 
differences between the idols must be 
in their internal structure, 

He called for a thin and long wire. 
He took the first idol and inserted the 
\wire into it’s ear. The wire came out of 
the other ear. 
your majesty! This is intended for 
‘your cour jester, for, whatever he hears 
‘with one ear goes out of the other car, 














G CHALLENGING 





He is not bothered 
about anything.” 
So saying, 
Birbal handed the 
idol to the court 
jester amidst 
applause of the 
courtiers. 


He took the 















second idol and inserted the wire into 
its ear. The wire came out of the mouth. 

“Your Majesty” said Birbal, “this 
idol is intended for you. For, whatever 
you may hear, you will have to share it 
With your ministers and act after 
obtaining their opinions on the 
subject.” 

He gave the idol to the king, amidst 
thunderous applause of the courtiers. 








Now he took the third and last idot 
and inserted the wire into its ear. The 
wire went through deeply, perhaps into 
the stomach hut never came out! 

“This, Your Majesty is intended for 





{your Prime Minister” said Birbal, “for, 
whatever he hears from the Emperor 
or courtiers or anybody else must be 
digested by him and not revealed 10 
anyone, without deep thought over the 
matter.” 

So saying he handed over the idol 
to the Prime Minister. All the courtiers 
gave Birbal a standing orvation! 

‘The sculptor bowed low before 
Birbal. 

The Emperor being pleased with 
both of them rewarded them with costly 
sifts 

- T. Archana, Age 15, National 
Public School, Chennai. 
Souutan 
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tis exam time for some and holi- 
day period for others. But those 
who have written their exams by now, 
are not in a mood to enjoy their hols. 
Students who have written the tenth 
standard exams or plus two exams 
are anxious about their future. As 
for the rest, they are mugging up les- 







SCHOOLS 


SHOW 
WAY! 


sons to face the inevitable in April! 


1) Mumbai, some school authori- 

ties have begun to realise the 
enormous amount of stress and 
strain that children undergo in pre- 
paring for and writing the exams. 
The tension takes a toll of the health 
of boys and girls. To relieve them of 





this, teachers and principals de- 
cided that the students should pray 
for a few minutes every day. Call it 
meditation or prayer, such a look at 
the innerself definitely calms the 
nerves. To such of those who do not 
understand meditation, a few min- 
tutes of intimate dialogue with the 
Aimighty helps positively 

Not that you can place all your 
burden on God and ask him for a 
‘boon, No, you have to work hard to 
achieve your target. But prayer and 
meditation prepares you to shoulder 
the responsibilty, “Do your duty, and 
leave the rest to the Almighty", Lord 
krishna advises in the Gita. God will 
not help if we are slack in doing what 
is expected of us, 


his apart, our education sys- 
tem itself needs to be re- 
formed in order to make life ten- 
sion free for children. They should 
also learn to enjoy life-which is a 
God given gift-the proper way. But 
that is another story and a very 
ong one too! An introduction to this 
lengthy but important subject, can 
be found in the article by Vasanthi 
Devi, being featured in this issue. 
Both you and your parents will find 
the article thought provoking and 

I'm sure, interesting. 
- Editor 
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